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Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty (ACP) are  ce nsus
tracts whe re  40% or more  of the  re side nts live
with income s be low 185% of the  fe de ral pove rty
thre shold. (We  re move  ce nsus tracts that me e t
this pove rty thre shold but have  a high numbe r of
e nrolle d colle g e  or g raduate  stude nts.) For
conte xt, 185% of the  fe de ral pove rty thre shold in
2013 was $44,093 for a family of four.
Ne arly 370,000 pe ople  (about 13% of the  re g oin's
population) live d in the  112 ce nsus tracts
ide ntife d as Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty in
2009-2013. The  numbe r of re side nts living in the
re gion's Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty has more
than double d since  2000.
Pe ople  of color face  race -spe cific barrie rs that
can limit the ir housing choice s (se e  Me tropolitan
Council's re port, Choice , Place  and Opportunity:
An Equity Asse ssme nt of the  Twin Citie s re gion
for a full discussion). As a re sult, pe ople  of color
are  more  lik e ly  to live  in Are as of Conce ntrate d
Pove rty. Eighty-two of the  112 ce nsus tracts
ide ntifie d as Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty are
majority pe ople  of color (ACP50s).
Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty are  not simply
ce nsus tracts—the y are  ne ighborhoods with
unique  historie s and built e nvironme nts that
pe ople  call home . The  fact that many re side nts
living in Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty are  low-
income  doe s not diminish the  vibrancy or stre ngth
of the se  communitie s. None the le ss, Are as of
Conce ntrate d Pove rty are  diffe re nt from othe r
place s. Re se arch consiste ntly link s high-pove rty
place s to ne gative  e ffe cts on pe ople ’s phy sical
and me ntal he alth. S tudie s also find living in high-
pove rty ne ighborhoods re duce s the  cog nitive
abilitie s of childre n, making the m more  lik e ly  to
have  low e r income s as adults than the ir pare nts,
and more  lik e ly  to live  in pove rty across
g e ne rations. For the se  re asons, Are as of
Conce ntrate d Pove rty re main a conce rn.
To addre ss Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty, w e
promote  a balance d approach that cre ate s
housing options that give  pe ople  of all e conomic
me ans choice s for safe , stable  and affordable
home s; that inve sts in Are as of Conce ntrate d
Pove rty and the ir re side nts; and that improve s
how re side nts of Are as of Conce ntrate d Pove rty
conne ct to opportunity.

 Areas of Concentrated Poverty

Areas of Concentrated Poverty by Census Tract, 2009-2013 Areas of Concentrated Poverty (ACPs) are census tracts where 40% or
more of residents have incomes below 185% of the federal poverty
threshold. (We remove census tracts with a high number of enrolled
college or graduate students).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community
Survey five-year estimates, 2009-2013.
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